Ivan & Palahna Sorochan PRIVATE 

Ivan Sorochan was born in 1862 in the Village of Knyazi,County of Snyatyn, Province of Halychyna, Ukraine.  His parents were Onufry and Anetza Sorochan.  He had four brothers --- Tanasko, Ilia, Wasyl and Stefan - and three younger sisters.  When Ivan was three years old his mother died and his father subsequently remarried.  When Ivan was eight years old, his father, stepmother, three sisters and one brother died in a typhoid epidemic.  His eldest brother, Tanasko, was married and therefore assumed the role of the father, looking after Ivan and his brothers.  Ivan lived with Tanasko until he was 1 3 years old.  He then went to work for the Landlord (Pan) as a sheep and cattle herder. Subsequently, he went to Hutzulschena to work in the logging camps, coming back to his village from time to time, occasionally working for the Landlord.  


Map:  county of Snyatyn, Ukraine - birthplace of Ivan and Palahna Sorochan  
Palahna Kopchuk was born in 1872, in the Village of Zaluche,Ukraine. Her parents were Dmian and Anetza Solowan. Palahna was their only surviving child, having lost two brothers in infancy. She lived with her serf-parents who worked in the fields daily, leaving her with relatives. By the time she was six years old, Palahna was tending ducks and geese which grazed in the pastures on the outskirts of the village.

Ivan and Palahna met in 1885, when she was only 12 years old, and married in 1888. Ivan had no property at the time of their marriage. For that reason they lived with Ivan’s brother, Tanasko, in the Village of Knyazi.  Approximately one year later they went to live with Palahna’s parents in Zaluche. They resided here approximately one year before moving across the river Prut into Polish territory. Ivan bought one “chvertka” of land (approximately one-quarter acre or two city lots) along the river bank. This land was poor because it was susceptible to erosion.  Ivan and Palahna built their own home on this land.

If fortunate, most peasants may have owned a cow, some sheep, perhaps a dozen chickens and some ducks and geese, all grazing on village outskirts on the Landlord’s property.  They would have one long building which included a house, grainery (komora) and a barn.  If they were more prosperous, they would own a horse and pig.  All would be housed under one roof, which was thatched with straw.  The house itself would consist of one room which would, in a corner, have a long willow and clay oven (pich).  This area served as a kitchen.  These ovens were built very strongly and often the children would sleep on the upper surface (the prepichok).  The living section of the home would consist of a home-made chest (screnia), two crudely-made benches and a crude table.  One corner was a sleeping area. A homemade bed housed a mattress or bag filled with hay.  This bed was covered with a homespun bedspread (verata).  Four poles would be attached to the beams with two cross poles joining them together.  These were used to store such items as pillows, fur coats (kyzhyche). woolen coats (sardake) and homespun bench covers (nalavnike).

Within two years, Ivan and Palahna were forced to give up their home because of the excessive erosion of their and.  They returned to live with Palahna~s mother, who now lived alone. Palahna’s father had gone to the Hutzulschena area to seek employment in the logging camps.  He disappeared and was presumed dead. Ivan and Palahna remained here until her mother’s death on January 18, 1900.

During the summer of 1899 Ivan and Palahna’s third child, Maria, became ill with convulsions and died in the fall of 1 899.

Ivan’s brother, Wasyl, had emigrated to Canada in 1898 and, through his letters, was coaxing Ivan to emigrate as well.  However, because of family obligations, Ivan and Palahna hesitated until the death of Palahna’s mother. Immediately thereafter, they started making arrangements to emigrate.

Having sold all their possessions in order to raise enough money to purchase their steamship tickets, they started their journey - with children Dmytro, Annie, Wasyl and Nick - in late March, 1900.  In order to obtain cheaper fares, they lowered their children’s ages.  From their village they walked to Chernivtsi and from there took the train to Hamburg, Germany.  This train trip lasted one week.  After several days of investigations, inoculations, etc. they boarded the ship for Canada.  To embark the ship they had to climb a rope ladder, approximately 30 feet high, carrying their children and baggage on their backs.  Their belongings were packed into large homespun pillowcases.  
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